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Brookline Preservation Commission 

Local Historic District Report 
 

Address: 30 Irving Street 

District: Pill Hill LHD  

Applicant: Eric Graber 

Date Built: 1957 

Architect: Dana T. Lowell 

Builder: Dana T. Lowell 
 

  
 

Statement of Significance: 
The original house on this site was a Queen Anne style residence designed by Cabot & Chandler in 1882. That 

house was demolished in 1941. This simple Cape Cod style house was built by Dana T. Lowell in 1957 for 

Harriet Stickney, an elderly woman who lived alone. There have been no major alterations to the structure since 

its construction. In 2002 the houseôs aluminum gutters were replaced with wood, and a wood picket fence was 

replaced in kind. In 2019, the owner obtained approval to install new window openings on the rear and left side 

elevations.  

 

Proposed Alterations: 
The applicant is seeking approval to extend the existing 6ôwood fence, which runs along the rear property line, 

approximately 28ô until it reaches Upland Road. The proposed extension of the fence would match the existing 

6ô fence in design and configuration. Specifically, the existing design includes 3ò wide wood boards, and posts 

every 92ò. A short wire fence which is currently situated in the proposed location would be removed; however 

the applicant would retain the existing plantings. The applicant is not proposing any changes to the fence that 

runs along Upland Road and Irving Street.  
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Applicable Guidelines: 

¶ New fences and walls should not prevent or restrict views of buildings from a public way. Tall solid 

fences and walls should not be constructed as noise or headlight barriers. The design of fences should be 

appropriate in scale and architectural style to the building, its site and the surrounding properties. 

¶ New fences and walls running along property lines with street frontage, as well as any section of a side 

yard lot line fence or wall that is forward of the main body of (i) the applicantôs house or outbuilding or 

(ii) adjacent houses or outbuildings, should not exceed 42 inches in height. Other new fences should not 

exceed 72 inches in height.  
 

Preliminary Findings: 
The Design Guidelines for Local Historic Districts state that new fences should not restrict view of a building 

from a public way, and that side yard fences forward the main body of a building, including a neighboring one, 

should not exceed 42 inches in height. The Commission should consider if any significant features on either 30 

Irving Street or 27 Upland Road would be blocked by the proposed fence from Upland Road, or if a shorter 

fence would be more appropriate.  

 

 

 
Aerial view of 30 Irving Street, looking north. 

 

 



Page 3 of 9 

30 Irving Street 

Local Historic District Report ï October 2020 

 
Aerial view of 30 Irving Street, looking east. 

 

 
Aerial view of 30 Irving Street, looking south. 
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Aerial view of 30 Irving Street, looking west. 

 

 
Site plan noting the proposed extension  


